As to the differences in the performance of pupils between schools, t-test revealed highly significant differences in the first and the third variables, but not on the second. It was concluded that the pupils of both schools had a minimal learning on the variables tested.
INTRODUCTION
Mathematics has become important because of its usefulness in careers such as environmental studies, business, engineering, medicine, psychology and biological, mathematical and physical sciences. This involves the skills in problem solving, organizing, simplifying, interpreting data and performing calculations in a systematic way (Academic American Encyclopedia, 1981).
Geometry is a mathematical system that deals with points, lines, surfaces and solids. It is derived from the Greek word "Geo" for earth and "Metron" for measure. It was originally used by the early Babylonians and Egyptians at least 5000 years ago. The Egyptians used geometry for land surveying. This is the earliest known use of geometry. Throughout the centuries it has been used in so many ways that it has greatly made influences on living. In modern times geometrys becomes part of everyday living. It is applied in occupations such as machinery, drafting, carpentry and plumbing. It is also used by engineers who build bridges, buildings and roads. (Smith, 1985) . A plane geometry is a division of geometry that deals with points and line segments. One of the types of plane geometry is polygon. A polygon has sides and angles as its parts (Academic American are taught and activities are given to develop Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS). Since mathematics has a special form of language difficult to comprehend, the teaching of the subject should emphasize its creative endeavor and active process nature (Ulit et. al., 1995) . Thus, open ended questions are encouraged in test constructions and hands-on activities.
Generalization, application, explanation and discovery on mathematical concepts are advised in the classroom activities (Bandahala et. al., 2009 ).
In Grades V and VI the child is expected to have mastered the four fundamental operations of whole numbers, performed skills in decimals and fractions, conceptualized the meanings of ratio and proportion, percent, integers, simple probability, polygons, spatial figures, measurement and graphs. Simple concepts in Algebra are also introduced to be articulated in high school (PRIMER BEC, 2002).
The 1997 National Elementary Achievement Test (NEAT) revealed that the performance of Grade VI pupils of DatuHalun Elementary School in mathematics was both "poor" and "below average" (Nursali and Hapie, 1999) . It was recommended that teachers do an extensive review on the basic concepts and principles in mathematics to meet the challenges in high school (Taalal and Abubakal, 1999) .
Mathematical concepts continue to be difficult for Filipinos as shown by studies. The perception is that mathematics is abstract and inherently difficult to understand. This need not necessarily be the case because the subject can be made concrete and easy (Indangan, et al. 2001 ). Teaching the subject should be gradual to make the learners feel confident in teach the subject (Librios, 1981) .
Despite the thrust to strengthen the teaching and learning of basic mathematical concepts, it is noticeable that learners find difficulty in mathematics. It was along this premise that this study was undertaken. Specifically, it aimed to answer the following questions:
Statement of the Problem
• What is the level of mathematical performance of Grade VI pupils of DatuHalun Pilot School and Salamat
Elementary School in angles and polygons in terms of the following variables:
• Identifying polygons by characteristics;
• Finding parts of a polygon; and
• Finding perimeters of polygons?
• Is there any significant difference in the mathematical performance of the Grade VI pupils of DatuHalun Pilot
School and Salamat Elementary School along the above-mentioned variables?
Research Hypothesis
There is no significant difference in the mathematical performance of the Grade VI pupils of DatuHalun Pilot School and Salamat Elementary School along the above-mentioned variables.
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Significance of the Study
The study was able to determine and assess the performance of Grade VI pupils of DatuHalun Pilot School and Salamat Elementary School in geometry, particularly on polygons. The result of this study would give insight to the pupils on their level of mathematical performance. It would also provide feedback to the parents to check the progress of their pupils. The result would serve as baseline data to teachers about the composition of the class, and strugglers will be given special attention through remedial lessons. It would serve as eye opener for school administrators to provide administrative support to teachers and pupils. This will serve as reference to further studies.
The research study could also offer contribution to mathematics education particularly in identifying and assessing performance of pupils. Further, it would generate insights on teachers' quality of instruction. The Department of Education will have basis in developing programs to raise pupils' achievement in mathematics to cope with global competitiveness.
METHODOLOGY
The respondents of this study were Grade VI pupils of DatuHalun Pilot School (DHPS) and Salamat Elementary 
RESEARCH INSTRUMENT
• Multiple Choice
Directions: Encircle the letter of the correct answer.
Example:
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Data Gathering and Analysis
The researcher-made mathematical test was administered to each Grade VI pupil of DatuHalun Pilot School and Salamat Elementary School. The scores were tabulated and subjected to statistical treatment of the data.
Mean scores were computed to determine the mathematical performance of Grade VI pupils by school. To determine the levels of mathematical performance, the following hypothetical mean score ranges were used in the interpretation of the data gathered from the two schools. The t-test was used to determine the significant difference in the mathematical performance of the respondents by school. revealed that the grade VI pupils of DHPS incorrectly answered numbers 4 and 8 on scalene and isosceles kinds of triangles according to side and number9 on the definition of polygon. In finding the perimeter, most of them incorrectly answered numbers 21 and 26 on the perimeters of quadrilaterals. In finding parts of polygons, Table 1 shows Least Satisfactory with mean score of 2.30. On this variable, the item analysis revealed that the pupils' most incorrect answers were on the following items: number 11, measure of an acute angle; number 13, name the nonparallel side of a trapezoid; number15, corresponding part of the side of polygon; number 19, measure of the unknown angle; and number 20, sum of the angles inside the hexagon. The overall level of mathematical performance of the grade VI pupils of DHPS was Less Satisfactory with a mean score of 2.60.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
As shown in Table 1 , the Grade VI pupils of Salamat Elementary School (SES) showed Less Satisfactory level of performance on identifying polygons and finding the parts of polygons with mean scores of 3.57 and 2.83, respectively.
The item analysis showed that in identifying polygons by characteristics, most of SES Grade VI pupils incorrectly answered numbers 4, 6 and 8, on the kind of triangles according to side, namely: scalene, equilateral and isosceles triangles respectively, and number 9, on the definition polygon. Most of the pupils failed to answer correctly numbers 12, measure of the unknown angle in a right triangle; 13 name the non-parallel side of a trapezoid; 14, on angle that measures more than This means that majority of the Grade VI pupils had minimal learning on angles and polygons. Based on the result of item analysis, most of the pupils were just guessing in answering the test items. Among the three variables, most of the pupils failed to identify polygons by characteristics and to find parts of the polygons. The overall mean scores of the two schools by variables mean Less Satisfactory with mean scores of 3.11, 2.57 and 3.67, respectively. This implies that the pupils need to reinforce their skills in mathematics; they should take more time in studying the abovementioned skills.
Teachers must employ more drills and enhancement activities in order to improve the pupils' mathematical performance. Table 2 on the test of significance of mean differences shows that on identifying polygons by characteristics, the mean difference is highly significant with t value of -3.1136and p value of 0.0025. This means that the SES pupils, although performing at the same level as those of DHPS, really did better. Thus, the hypothesis of no difference was rejected. On finding parts of a polygon, however, the t-test showed no significant difference between means registering t value of -1.5732 and p-value of 0.1195, thus, the hypothesis of no difference was not rejected. On the other hand, on finding the perimeter of polygons, the same t-test table shows that the mean difference is highly significant with t value of -3.7412 and p value of 0.0003. This means that the SES pupils really performed better than those of DHPS. Hence the null hypothesis is rejected. 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
It is concluded that pupils of both schools had minimal learning on the variables tested namely: identifying polygons by characteristics, finding parts of a polygon and finding perimeters of polygons. It is recommended that: 1.)
